
 



Fedora 12 Essentials 

2 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Fedora 12 Essentials 
  

 

 



Fedora 12 Essentials 

3 

 

Fedora 12 Essentials ς First Edition 

© 2010 Payload Media. This eBook is provided for personal use only. Unauthorized use, 

reproduction and/or distribution strictly prohibited. All rights reserved. 

The content of this book is provided for informational purposes only. Neither the publisher nor 

the author offers any warranties or representation, express or implied, with regard to the 

accuracy of information contained in this book, nor do they accept any liability for any loss or 

damage arising from any errors or omissions. 

Find more eBooks online at http://www.eBookFrenzy.com. 

  

http://www.ebookfrenzy.com/


Fedora 12 Essentials 

4 

 

Table of Contents 

Chapter 1. About Fedora 12 Essentials ..................................................................................... 13 

Chapter 2. Installing Fedora 12 on a Windows System (Dual booting) .................................... 14 

2.1 Downloading the Fedora Live CD ................................................................................... 14 

2.2 Beginning the Dual Boot Installation Process ................................................................ 15 

2.3 Resizing the Windows Partition ..................................................................................... 16 

2.4 Shrinking the Existing Windows Partition ...................................................................... 18 

2.5 Final Configuration Steps ............................................................................................... 19 

2.6 Editing the Fedora Boot Menu ....................................................................................... 20 

2.7 Accessing the Windows Partition from Fedora .............................................................. 23 

2.8 Manually Partitioning the Disk for Windows/Fedora .................................................... 24 

Chapter 3. Allocating a Windows Disk Partition to Fedora ...................................................... 27 

3.1 Deleting the Windows Partition from the Disk .............................................................. 27 

3.2 Formatting the Unallocated Disk Partition .................................................................... 28 

3.3 Editing the Boot Menu ................................................................................................... 29 

3.4 Mounting the New Partition .......................................................................................... 30 

Chapter 4. Create Your Own Fedora Distribution with Revisor ............................................... 31 

4.1 Installation Media vs Live Media .................................................................................... 31 

4.2 Installing Revisor on Fedora ........................................................................................... 31 

4.3 Starting Revisor .............................................................................................................. 32 

4.4 Creating a Fedora Re-spin .............................................................................................. 33 

4.5 Selecting the Re-Spin Packages ...................................................................................... 36 

4.6 Configuring Network Devices and Authentication ......................................................... 37 

4.7 Configuring Firewall, Desktop and User Settings ........................................................... 38 

4.8 Creating the Re-Spin Distribution .................................................................................. 38 

4.9 Mounting or Burning a Fedora Re-Spin ISO ................................................................... 39 

Chapter 5. Logging into the Fedora GNOME Desktop .............................................................. 40 



Fedora 12 Essentials 

5 

 

Chapter 6. Configuring Fedora GNOME Screen Resolution, Orientation and Multiple Monitors  

 ................................................................................................................................. 43 

6.1 Configuring the Display Resolution ................................................................................ 43 

6.2 Changing Display Orientation......................................................................................... 44 

6.3 Configuring Multiple Monitors ....................................................................................... 44 

Chapter 7. A Guided Tour of the Fedora GNOME Desktop ...................................................... 46 

7.1 The Fedora GNOME Desktop ......................................................................................... 46 

7.2 The Desktop Background ............................................................................................... 47 

7.3 The Desktop Panels ........................................................................................................ 48 

Chapter 8. Changing the Fedora GNOME Desktop Background .............................................. 50 

8.1 Changing the Fedora GNOME Desktop Background ...................................................... 50 

8.2 Selecting a Background from the Wallpaper List ........................................................... 50 

8.3 Creating a Solid or Graded Background ......................................................................... 51 

8.4 Specifying a Background Image ..................................................................................... 51 

Chapter 9. Installing and Customizing Fedora Desktop Themes .............................................. 53 

9.1 What is a Desktop Theme? ............................................................................................ 53 

9.2 Changing the Fedora Desktop Theme ............................................................................ 53 

9.3 Downloading and Installing a Theme ............................................................................. 54 

9.4 Creating a Custom Theme Package ................................................................................ 55 

9.5 Summary ........................................................................................................................ 56 

Chapter 10. Configuring Fedora Desktop Fonts ......................................................................... 57 

10.1 Font Options on Fedora ................................................................................................. 57 

10.2 Changing Font Settings ................................................................................................... 57 

10.3 Font Rendering Settings ................................................................................................. 59 

10.4 Advanced Font Rendering .............................................................................................. 59 

Chapter 11. Configuring the Fedora Desktop Panels ................................................................. 61 

11.1 What are Desktop Panels ............................................................................................... 61 

11.2 Changing the Position of a Panel ................................................................................... 61 



Fedora 12 Essentials 

6 

 

11.3 Adding and Deleting Desktop Panels ............................................................................. 62 

11.4 Changing the Appearance of a Desktop Panel ............................................................... 62 

11.5 Adding Items to a GNOME Desktop Panel ..................................................................... 63 

11.6 Adding Menus to a Panel ............................................................................................... 66 

11.7 Changing the Number of Fedora Desktop Workspaces ................................................. 66 

Chapter 12. Configuring the Fedora Desktop Menu System ...................................................... 68 

12.1 Installing the alacarte Package ...................................................................................... 68 

12.2 Customizing a Fedora Desktop Menu ............................................................................ 68 

12.3 Moving Menu Items ....................................................................................................... 69 

12.4 Adding and Deleting a Menu Item ................................................................................. 69 

Chapter 13. Enhance your Fedora Desktop with gDesklets ....................................................... 71 

13.1 Installing gDesklets ......................................................................................................... 71 

13.2 Launching gDesklets ....................................................................................................... 72 

13.3 Moving a Desklet ............................................................................................................ 72 

13.4 Raising Desklets to the Front of the Desktop ................................................................. 72 

13.5 Setting the Properties of a Desklet ................................................................................ 72 

13.6 Install New gDesklet Packages ....................................................................................... 73 

Chapter 14. Browsing My Computer, Files and Folders on the Fedora Desktop ....................... 75 

14.1 Accessing Nautilus .......................................................................................................... 75 

14.2 Nautilus and the Computer Icon .................................................................................... 75 

14.3 Adding Emblems to Files and Folders ............................................................................ 76 

14.4 Changing File and Folder Permissions ............................................................................ 78 

14.5 Renaming and Deleting Files and Folders ...................................................................... 80 

Chapter 15. Configuring the Fedora File Manager ..................................................................... 81 

15.1 Displaying Icons or Lists ................................................................................................. 81 

15.2 Configuring the List View ............................................................................................... 82 

15.3 Configuring the Icon View .............................................................................................. 83 

15.4 Configuring Media Settings ............................................................................................ 88 



Fedora 12 Essentials 

7 

 

Chapter 16. Fedora Desktop - Starting Applications on Login.................................................... 89 

16.1 Understanding Sessions ................................................................................................. 89 

16.2 Configuring Desktop Startup Programs ......................................................................... 89 

16.3 Saving the Current Session ............................................................................................. 90 

Chapter 17. Fedora Desktop Keyboard Shortcuts ...................................................................... 92 

17.1 Viewing Keyboard Shortcuts .......................................................................................... 92 

17.2 Changing a Shortcut ....................................................................................................... 93 

17.3 Disabling a Keyboard Shortcut ....................................................................................... 93 

Chapter 18. Managing Fedora Users and Group ........................................................................ 94 

18.1 Adding a User to a Fedora System ................................................................................. 94 

18.2 Editing the Properties of a User ..................................................................................... 96 

18.3 Deleting a User from a Fedora System .......................................................................... 96 

18.4 Adding a New Group to a Fedora System ...................................................................... 96 

18.5 Modifying a Fedora Group ............................................................................................. 98 

18.6 Deleting a Group from a Fedora System ........................................................................ 99 

Chapter 19. Configuring Fedora Wireless Networking ............................................................. 100 

19.1 Installing the Wireless Card .......................................................................................... 100 

19.2 Configuring a Fedora Wireless Connection .................................................................. 100 

19.3 Configuring Wireless Network Access using NetworkManager .................................. 101 

19.4 Connecting to a Hidden Network ................................................................................. 102 

19.5 Disabling a Wireless Connection .................................................................................. 103 

19.6 Troubleshooting a Fedora Wireless Connection .......................................................... 103 

Chapter 20. Basic Fedora Firewall Configuration ..................................................................... 104 

20.1 Configuring a Basic Fedora Firewall ............................................................................. 104 

20.2 Enabling and Disabling the Firewall ............................................................................. 105 

20.3 Configuring Firewall Settings using the Wizard ........................................................... 105 

20.4 Configuring Firewall Port Settings ................................................................................ 106 

20.5 Configuring Other Ports ............................................................................................... 107 



Fedora 12 Essentials 

8 

 

20.6 Configuring Trusted Interfaces ..................................................................................... 108 

20.7 Masquerading .............................................................................................................. 108 

20.8 Port Forwarding............................................................................................................ 108 

20.9 ICMP Filtering ............................................................................................................... 110 

20.10 Custom Rules ............................................................................................................ 110 

Chapter 21. Remote Access to the Fedora Desktop ................................................................. 111 

21.1 Installing Remote Desktop Support ............................................................................. 111 

21.2 Activating Remote Desktop Access .............................................................................. 112 

21.3 Secure and Insecure Remote Desktop Access ............................................................. 113 

21.4 Firewall Configuration .................................................................................................. 113 

21.5 Accessing a Remote Fedora Desktop using Vinagre .................................................... 114 

21.6 Accessing a Remote Fedora Desktop using vncviewer ................................................ 116 

21.7 Accessing a Remote Fedora Desktop from a Windows System ................................... 117 

21.8 Establishing a Secure Remote Desktop Session ........................................................... 118 

21.9 Establishing a Secure Remote Desktop Session from a Windows System .................. 119 

21.10 Creating Additional Desktops ................................................................................... 120 

21.11 Shutting Down a Desktop Session ............................................................................ 121 

21.12 Attaching to an Additional Desktop running on Older Fedora Versions .................. 121 

Chapter 22. Configuring Fedora Remote Access using SSH...................................................... 124 

22.1 Installing SSH on an Fedora System ............................................................................. 124 

22.2 Configuring the Fedora Firewall to Allow SSH Connections ........................................ 125 

22.3 Using SSH on Fedora .................................................................................................... 125 

22.4 Copying files using SSH ................................................................................................. 126 

22.5 Disabling the SSH Server .............................................................................................. 127 

Chapter 23. Displaying Fedora Applications Remotely (X11 Forwarding) ............................... 129 

23.1 Requirements for Remotely Displaying Applications................................................... 129 

23.2 Remotely Displaying a Fedora Application .................................................................. 129 

23.3 Trusted X11 Forwarding ............................................................................................... 130 



Fedora 12 Essentials 

9 

 

23.4 Compressed X11 Forwarding ....................................................................................... 130 

Chapter 24. Sharing Fedora Folders with Remote Linux and UNIX Systems ............................ 131 

24.1 Ensuring NFS Services are Running on Fedora ............................................................. 131 

24.2 Configuring the Fedora Firewall to Allow NFS Traffic .................................................. 133 

24.3 Specifying the Folders to be Shared ............................................................................. 133 

24.4 Accessing Fedora Shared Folders ................................................................................. 135 

24.5 Mounting an NFS Filesystem on System Startup ......................................................... 136 

24.6 Unmounting an NFS Mount Point ................................................................................ 137 

Chapter 25. Sharing Fedora Folders with Remote Windows Systems ..................................... 138 

25.1 Installing Samba on a Fedora System .......................................................................... 138 

25.2 Starting the Samba Service on Fedora ......................................................................... 139 

25.3 Configuring the Fedora Firewall to Enable Samba ....................................................... 139 

25.4 Sharing Fedora Folders ................................................................................................. 140 

25.5 Accessing Windows Shares from Fedora ..................................................................... 142 

Chapter 26. Configuring a Fedora Based Web Server .............................................................. 145 

26.1 Requirements for Configuring a Web Server ............................................................... 145 

26.2 Installing the Apache Web Server on Fedora ............................................................... 145 

26.3 Starting the Fedora Web Server ................................................................................... 146 

26.4 Testing the Web Server ................................................................................................ 147 

26.5 Configuring the Apache Web Server for Your Domain ................................................ 147 

26.6 Web Server and Firewall Issues ................................................................................... 148 

Chapter 27. Configuring a Fedora Email Server ........................................................................ 149 

27.1 The structure of the Email System ............................................................................... 149 

27.1.1 Mail User Agent .................................................................................................... 149 

27.1.2 Mail Transfer Agent .............................................................................................. 149 

27.1.3 Mail Delivery Agent ............................................................................................... 150 

27.1.4 SMTP ..................................................................................................................... 150 

27.2 Configuring the Linux Email System ............................................................................. 150 



Fedora 12 Essentials 

10 

 

27.3 Postfix Pre-Installation Steps ....................................................................................... 150 

27.4 Installing Postfix on Fedora .......................................................................................... 152 

27.5 Configuring Postfix ....................................................................................................... 152 

27.6 Starting Postfix on Fedora ............................................................................................ 153 

Chapter 28. Configuring a Fedora Mail Client (Evolution) ........................................................ 154 

28.1 An Overview ................................................................................................................. 154 

28.2 Configuring Evolution to Receive Mail from a Local Postfix Server ............................. 155 

28.3 Configuring Evolution to Receive Mail from a Remote POP Server ............................. 155 

28.4 Configuring Evolution to Send Mail ............................................................................. 155 

Chapter 29. Sending and Receiving GMail Email on a Linux System ........................................ 157 

29.1 Configuring a GMail Account for POP Access .............................................................. 157 

29.2 Configuring Evolution to Receive GMail Messages ...................................................... 157 

29.3 Configuring Evolution to Send GMail Messages .......................................................... 159 

Chapter 30. Installing and Configuring Fedora Xen Virtualization ........................................... 161 

30.1 Full Virtualization vs. Para-Virtualization ..................................................................... 161 

30.2 Checking Xen Hardware Compatibility......................................................................... 162 

30.3 Preparing Fedora for Xen Virtualization ...................................................................... 163 

30.4 Building a Fedora Xen Guest System............................................................................ 164 

Chapter 31. Managing and Monitoring Fedora based Xen Guest Systems .............................. 171 

31.1 Starting and Stopping Xen Guest Systems ................................................................... 171 

31.2 Pausing a Xen Guest Operating System ....................................................................... 172 

31.3 Changing Xen Guest Operating System Settings .......................................................... 173 

31.4 Monitoring Virtual Machine Performance ................................................................... 174 

Chapter 32. Managing Xen using the xm Command-line Tool ................................................. 176 

32.1 xm Command-line vs xm Shell ..................................................................................... 176 

32.2 Listing Guest System Status ......................................................................................... 177 

32.3 Starting a Xen Guest System ........................................................................................ 178 

32.4 Connecting to a Running Xen Guest System ................................................................ 178 



Fedora 12 Essentials 

11 

 

32.5 Shutting Down a Guest System .................................................................................... 178 

32.6 Pausing and Resuming a Guest System ........................................................................ 179 

32.7 Suspending and Resuming a Guest OS ......................................................................... 179 

32.8 Saving and Restoring Xen Guest Systems .................................................................... 179 

32.9 Rebooting a Guest System ........................................................................................... 180 

32.10 Configuring the Memory Assigned to a Xen Guest OS ............................................. 180 

32.11 Migrating a Domain to a Different Host ................................................................... 180 

Chapter 33. Installing and Configuring Fedora KVM Virtualization .......................................... 182 

33.1 KVM Hardware Requirements ..................................................................................... 182 

33.2 Preparing Fedora for KVM Virtualization ..................................................................... 183 

33.3 Building a Fedora KVM Virtual System ......................................................................... 184 

33.4 Configuring the KVM Virtual System ............................................................................ 186 

33.5 Starting the KVM Virtual System .................................................................................. 189 

Chapter 34. Installing a KVM Guest OS from the Command-line (virt-install) ......................... 191 

34.1 Preparing the System for virt-install ............................................................................ 191 

34.2 Running virt-install to Build the KVM Guest System .................................................... 191 

34.3 Example virt-install Command ..................................................................................... 197 

Chapter 35. Managing and Monitoring Fedora based KVM Guest Systems ............................ 199 

35.1 Starting and Stopping KVM Guest Systems ................................................................. 199 

35.2 Pausing a KVM Guest Operating System...................................................................... 200 

35.3 Changing KVM Virtual Guest System Settings ............................................................. 200 

35.4 Monitoring Virtual Machine Performance ................................................................... 202 

Chapter 36. Adding a New Disk Drive to a Fedora System ....................................................... 204 

36.1 Mounted Filesystems or Logical Volumes .................................................................... 204 

36.2 Getting Started ............................................................................................................. 204 

36.3 Finding the New Hard Drive in Fedora ......................................................................... 204 

36.4 Creating Linux Partitions .............................................................................................. 206 

36.5 Creating a Filesystem on a Fedora Disk Partition ........................................................ 208 



Fedora 12 Essentials 

12 

 

36.6 Mounting a Filesystem ................................................................................................. 209 

36.7 Configuring Fedora to Automatically Mount a Filesystem .......................................... 210 

Chapter 37. Adding a New Disk to a Fedora Volume Group and Logical Volume .................... 211 

37.1 An Overview of Logical Volume Management (LVM) .................................................. 211 

Volume Group (VG) ............................................................................................................. 211 

37.1.1 Physical Volume (PV) ............................................................................................ 211 

37.1.2 Logical Volume (LV) ............................................................................................... 212 

37.1.3 Physical Extent (PE) ............................................................................................... 212 

37.1.4 Logical Extent (LE) ................................................................................................. 212 

37.2 Getting Information and Logical Volumes ................................................................... 212 

37.3 Adding Additional Space to a Fedora Volume Group from the Command Line .......... 217 

Chapter 38. Related eBook Publications .................................................................................. 219 

  

  



Fedora 12 Essentials 

13 

 

Chapter 1. About Fedora 12 Essentials 

Fedora (which, up until release 7, was known as Fedora Core) is the ideal choice for those 

looking for a Linux distribution that always contains the latest and greatest open source 

technology.  

The Fedora distribution is always sure to contain the newest graphics effects combined with 

early access to the enterprise class tools that are being developed as the foundation of the next 

release of Red Hat Enterprise Linux. For these reasons, Fedora is one of the most exciting of all 

the currently available Linux distributions.  

Fedora 12 Essentials is a book designed to provide detailed information on the use and 

administration of version 12 of the Fedora distribution. For beginners, the book covers the 

basics of configuring the desktop environment, resolving screen resolution issues and 

configuring the email client to send and receive email messages via web based services such as 

GMail. Installation topics such as dual booting with Microsoft Windows and configuring wireless 

networking are covered together with all important security topics such as configuring a 

firewall.  

For the experienced user, topics such as configuring email and web servers, Xen and KVM 

virtualization, Secure Shell (SSH), remote desktop access and file sharing are covered in detail to 

provide a thorough overview of this popular, cutting edge operating system.   
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Chapter 2. Installing Fedora 12  on a Windows System (Dual 

booting)  

Fedora, just like most Linux distributions, will happily co-exist on a hard disk drive with just 

about any version of Windows up to and including Windows 7. This is a concept known as dual-

booting. Essentially, when you power up your PC you will be presented with a menu providing 

the option to boot either Fedora or Windows. Obviously you can only run one operating system 

at a time, but it is worth noting that the files on the Windows partition of your disk drive will be 

available to you from Fedora regardless of whether your Windows partition was formatted 

using NTFS, FAT16 or FAT32. 

This installation method involves shrinking the size of the existing Windows partition to 

accommodate the installation of Fedora. Recent Fedora releases have provided the option to 

automatically shrink existing disk partitions during the installation process. It is also possible to 

pre-shrink an existing partition before starting the installation process. In this chapter both 

approaches will be covered in detail.  

2.1 Downloading the Fedora  Live CD  

The first step in the installation process is to obtain the Fedora installation media in a format 

suitable for installing on a hard disk which already contains a Windows installation. The easiest 

way to achieve this is to boot the Fedora Live CD and perform the configuration and installation 

from the live session. Live CD support was introduced in Fedora beginning with the release of 

Fedora 7. The latest Fedora Live CD images can be downloaded from the Fedora project web 

site:  

http://fedoraproject.org/get-fedora 

The download image is approximately 650Mb in size so a broadband internet connection is 

recommended and sufficient disk space on the target system required.  

The Live CD images are listed under Fedora Desktop Edition Installable Live CD . The default 

download is for 32-bit systems. To access images for 64-bit systems click on the Show me all 

download options in one page option located to the right of web page.  On the resulting page, 

the 64-bit live CD images are located under the Fedora Desktop Live Media section labeled as 

x86_64. If you are unsure of the architecture of your computer hardware, check with the 

manufacturer for clarification. If you are still unsure, or wish to get started quickly it is worth 

knowing that the 32-bit version of Fedora will also run on 64-bit systems, though the same 

cannot be said of running the 64-bit version on a 32-bit computer.  

http://fedoraproject.org/get-fedora
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There are two predominant desktop environments on Linux, namely KDE and GNOME. Given 

that the default desktop environment on Fedora is the GNOME desktop this will be the desktop 

covered in the remainder of this book. Once you have downloaded the appropriate image for 

your hardware and choice of desktop, burn the image onto a CDROM. Check the 

documentation for your preferred CD writing software for steps on how to write an ISO image 

file to a CD if you do not already know how to do this. 

2.2 Beginning the Dual Boot Installation Process  

Place the Fedora Live CD into the CD drive of your Windows system and reboot. If the system 

loads Windows again you will need to change the boot order in your system BIOS. To do this 

reboot again. Early in the boot process the BIOS will display a message indicating which key 

should be pressed to enter Setup. Press the key indicated so that the BIOS Setup menu appears. 

Navigate the menu system until you find the setting which indicates the boot order used by the 

BIOS. Change the order so that the drive containing the Fedora Live CDROM is listed before the 

hard disk drive, then exit and save the settings. Reboot once more and you should find that 

Fedora loads from the CDROM.  

Once Fedora has loaded you will be presented with the Fedora login screen with the option to 

perform an automatic login pre-selected. If you take no action, Fedora will log you in after 60 

seconds. If you prefer not to wait, click on the Login button to initiate the login sequence. Either 

way, Fedora will present you with the desktop screen similar to the one illustrated in the 

following figure:  
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To initiate the installation process, double click on the Install to Hard Drive icon located on the 

Fedora desktop. Once the installer has launched, make appropriate selections for keyboard 

layout, machine name, time zone and root password (the password that will be used when 

performing privileged administrative tasks on the system after installation). Once these settings 

have been configured, the drive partitioning screen will appear. At this point, the partition used 

by the incumbent Windows installation is ready to be resized to accommodate Fedora.  

2.3 Resizing the Windows Partition  

The installer screen responsible for configuring the basic partition layout of the target hard disk 

drive appears as illustrated in the following figure:  
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A number of options are provided for allocating space for the installation of Fedora:  

¶ Use entire drive - The entire disk drive will be assigned to the Fedora operating system 
installation. Any pre-existing partitions, together with any existing operating systems 
and associated data files contained therein will be deleted to make room for Fedora. 
This option should only be used if you are absolutely sure you no longer need anything 
that is currently stored on that disk, or have already backed up all user files.  

¶ Replace existing Linux System - If the drive was previously configured to support a 
Windows/Linux dual boot environment or was devoted entirely to another Linux 
installation, this option may be selected to instruct the installer to delete the pre-
existing Linux partition and replace it with Fedora. Once again, it is important to backup 
any user data that may still be needed.  

¶ Shrink current system - Allows an existing partition to be reduced in size to make room 
on the drive for the Fedora installation. More details on this option are provided later in 
this chapter.  

¶ Use free space - If the current partitions on the drive do not take up the entire disk 
space available, any unallocated space may be assigned to the Fedora installation using 
this option.  

http://www.techotopia.com/index.php/Image:Fedora_installer_partition.jpg
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¶ Create custom layout - When selected, this option displays the disk partitioning tool 
allowing each partition on the disk to be manually configured. Unless you have 
experience with low level disk partitioning this option is not recommended.  

2.4 Shrinking the Existing Windows Partition  

To create a dual boot environment, the existing Windows partition will need to be reduced in 

size to make room for Fedora to be installed on the hard disk drive. To achieve this, begin by 

selecting the Shrink current system option followed by the Next button. The installer will 

subsequently display the Volume to Shrink dialog as illustrated in the following figure:  

 

 

 

Within this dialog, select the partition to shrink from the drop down menu, followed by the 

target size of the partition that is to be reduced. Note that to allow sufficient room for the 

Fedora installation, a minimum of 5GB is recommended (equivalent to 5120MB). Once the 

partition and reduction amount have been entered, click on the Shrink button to initiate the 

partition modification. The installer will display a dialog seeking confirmation that you wish to 

proceed. Clicking the Write changes to disk button will commit the change. Once the resize 

process has completed, select the Use free space option and click Next to continue with the 

installation process.  

The installer will format the unallocated space ready for the installation of Fedora and begin 

copying files to the partition.  

Once the installation completes, shutdown the Live CD Fedora session using the System-

>Shutdown menu option and eject the Fedora Live CD from the drive. Restart the system and 

note that a countdown message appears. Press any key at this point to enter the boot menu 

which will appear as follows:  

http://www.techotopia.com/index.php/Image:Fedora_shrink_volume.jpg
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This menu provides the option of booting either "Fedora" or "Other". In this instance, selecting 

"Other" will boot your original Windows installation. In a later section we will cover the steps to 

modify this menu to change the boot default and rename the "Other" menu option to 

something more descriptive. Before we do that, however, we first need to finish the last phases 

of the installation and setup process. 

2.5  Final Configuration Steps  

In order to complete the installation process, select the boot menu option to start the Fedora 

operating system. After the system has started, the Fedora Setup Agent will appear with a 

welcome message. Using the Forward button, read the license information, create a user 

account for yourself and verify the date and time. If you would like the date and time of your 

Fedora system to be synchronized which an external Network Time Protocol server, select the 

Synchronize date and time over network option before proceeding to the Hardware Profile 

screen. If you feel like helping out the Fedora Project team with future development priorities, 

select the option to send a copy of your hardware profile, keeping in mind that if you choose to 

do so your system will send additional profiles once a month. Click Finish to exit the setup agent 

and log in using your newly created account credentials. 
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2.6 Editing the Fedora Boot Menu  

Once you have logged into the system and the desktop is visible the next step is to configure 

the boot menu so that it lists the alternate operating system as Windows instead of Other. The 

boot menu configuration settings are stored in the /boot/grub/ menu.lst file. This file may be 

edited in a terminal window (Applications->System Tools->Terminal) as follows:  

su -  

gedit /boot/grub/ menu.lst  

 

When prompted by the su command to enter a password be sure to enter the root password 

created during the installation process, not the password you created for your user account 

during the setup agent configuration steps.  

The contents of a typical menu.lst  file is listed below:  

# grub.conf generated by anaconda  

# 

# Note that you do no t have to rerun grub after making changes to this file  

# NOTICE:  You have a /boot partition.  This means that  

#          all kernel and initrd paths are relative to /boot/, eg.  

#          root (hd0,1)  

#          kernel /vmlinuz - version ro root=/dev/mapper /vg_fedora12 - lv_root  

#          initrd /initrd - [generic - ]version.img  

#boot=/dev/sda  

default=0  

timeout=5  

splashimage=(hd0,1)/grub/splash.xpm.gz  

hiddenmenu  

title Fedora (2.6.31.5 - 127.fc12.i686)  

        root (hd0,1)  

        kernel /vmlinuz - 2.6.31.5 - 127.fc12.i 686 ro 

root=/dev/mapper/vg_fedora12 - lv_root noiswmd LANG=en_US.UTF - 8 

SYSFONT=latarcyrheb - sun16 KEYBOARDTYPE=pc KEYTABLE=us rhgb quiet  

        initrd /initramfs - 2.6.31.5 - 127.fc12.i686.img  
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