
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Windows Server 2008 

Essentials 
Installation, Deployment and Management 

 

 



Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

2 

© 2009 Techotopia.com 

Windows Server 2008 Essentials – First Edition 

© 2009 Techotopia.com. This eBook is provided for personal use only. Unauthorized use, 

reproduction and/or distribution strictly prohibited. All rights reserved. 

 

  



Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

3 

© 2009 Techotopia.com 

Table of Contents 

Chapter 1. About Windows Server 2008 Essentials ................................................................. 11 

Chapter 2. Windows Server 2008 Editions and System Requirements .................................... 12 

2.1 Windows Server 2008 Standard Edition ........................................................................ 12 

2.2 Windows Server 2008 Enterprise Edition ...................................................................... 12 

2.3 Windows Server 2008 Datacenter Edition ..................................................................... 12 

2.4 Windows Web Server 2008 ............................................................................................ 13 

2.5 Windows Server 2008 Features Matrix .......................................................................... 13 

2.6 Windows Server 2008 Hardware Requirements............................................................ 15 

Chapter 3. Performing a Clean Windows Server 2008 Installation .......................................... 17 

3.1 Obtaining Windows Server 2008 ................................................................................... 17 

3.2 Starting the Installation Process .................................................................................... 17 

3.3 Windows Server 2008 Activation ................................................................................... 19 

3.4 Disk and Partition Management .................................................................................... 20 

3.5 Accessing the Command Prompt during Installation ..................................................... 21 

Chapter 4. Performing a Windows Server 2008 Upgrade ........................................................ 22 

4.1 Windows Server 2008 Upgrade Paths ............................................................................ 22 

4.2 How an Upgrade to Windows Server 2008 Works ........................................................ 23 

4.3 Performing the Upgrade ................................................................................................ 23 

4.4 Windows Server 2008 Activation ................................................................................... 26 

4.5 Windows Server 2008 Compatibility Report .................................................................. 27 

4.6 Accessing the Command Prompt during Installation ..................................................... 27 

Chapter 5. Windows Server 2008 Command-line Tool ............................................................ 28 

5.1 Accessing the Command Window .................................................................................. 28 

5.2 Windows Server 2008 Command-line Tool Summary ................................................... 28 

5.3 Displaying a List of Commands ....................................................................................... 35 

5.4 Obtaining Help Information about Command-line Tools .............................................. 35 

Chapter 6. Configuring BitLocker Drive Encryption on Windows Server 2008 ........................ 36 



Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

4 

© 2009 Techotopia.com 

6.1 BitLocker Prerequisites .................................................................................................. 36 

6.2 Enabling BitLocker Drive Encryption .............................................................................. 37 

6.3 Creating Partitions for BitLocker Drive Encryption ........................................................ 39 

6.4 Enabling BitLocker Drive Encryption .............................................................................. 41 

6.5 Changing Group Policy for BitLocker .............................................................................. 42 

6.6 Performing the Encryption and Generating Keys .......................................................... 43 

6.7 Regenerating BitLocker Startup Keys and Recovery Passwords .................................... 46 

6.8 Disabling BitLocker Drive Encryption ............................................................................. 46 

Chapter 7. Configuring Windows Server 2008 Remote Desktop Administration .................... 47 

7.1 What is Remote Desktop? .............................................................................................. 47 

7.2 Enabling Remote Desktop Administration on the Remote Server ................................ 48 

7.3 Controlling Remote Desktop Access .............................................................................. 49 

7.4 Remote Desktop Group Policy ....................................................................................... 50 

7.5 Starting the Remote Desktop Client .............................................................................. 51 

7.6 Remote Desktop Client Configuration Options .............................................................. 52 

7.7 Remote Session Tracking ............................................................................................... 53 

7.8 Logging out from a Remote Desktop Session ................................................................ 54 

7.9 Running Multiple Remote Desktops .............................................................................. 54 

Chapter 8. Adding New GPT and MBR Disks to Windows Server 2008 Systems ..................... 57 

8.1 An Overview of MBR and GPT Partitions Styles ............................................................. 57 

8.2 Understanding MBR Disks .............................................................................................. 57 

8.3 Understanding GPT Disks ............................................................................................... 58 

8.4 Initializing a New Disk .................................................................................................... 58 

8.5 Converting Disks between MBR and GPT Partition Styles ............................................. 60 

Chapter 9. Creating and Managing MBR Disk Partitions on Windows Server 2008 Basic Disks ..  

 ................................................................................................................................. 62 

9.1 Creating Partitions on an MBR Basic Disk ...................................................................... 62 

9.2 Formatting a Volume using Disk Management .............................................................. 66 



Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

5 

© 2009 Techotopia.com 

9.3 Formatting a Volume from the Command Line ............................................................. 66 

9.4 Assigning and Changing Drive Letters and Mount Points .............................................. 68 

9.5 Assigning and Changing Drive Letters and Mount Points from the Command Line ...... 68 

Chapter 10. Creating and Managing GPT Disk Partitions on Windows Server 2008 Basic Disks 71 

10.1 An Overview of GPT Partition Types .............................................................................. 71 

10.2 Creating Primary Partitions on a GPT Basic Disk ............................................................ 72 

10.3 Formatting a Volume using Disk Management .............................................................. 74 

10.4 Formatting a Volume from the Command Line ............................................................. 75 

10.5 Assigning and Changing Drive Letters and Mount Points .............................................. 76 

10.6 Assigning and Changing Drive Letters and Mount Points from the Command Line ...... 77 

Chapter 11. Extending and Shrinking Windows Server 2008 Partitions and Volumes .............. 79 

11.1 Shrinking a Windows Server 2008 Partition Using Disk Management .......................... 79 

11.2 Shrinking a Partition from the Command Line............................................................... 79 

11.3 Extending a Partition Using Disk Management.............................................................. 81 

11.4 Extending a Partition from the Command Line ............................................................. 82 

Chapter 12. Creating and Managing Simple and Spanned Volumes on Windows Server 2008 85 

12.1 An Overview of Dynamic Disks ....................................................................................... 85 

12.2 Converting Basic Disks to Dynamic Disks with Disk Management  ............................... 86 

12.3 Converting Basic Disks to Dynamic Disks from the Command Line ............................... 87 

12.4 Creating a New Spanned Volume using Disk Management........................................... 88 

12.5 Creating a New Spanned Volume from the Command Prompt..................................... 90 

Chapter 13. Creating and Managing Windows Server 2008 Striped (RAID 0) Volumes ............ 94 

13.1 An Overview of Striped (RAID 0) Volumes ..................................................................... 94 

13.2 Creating a Striped (RAID 0) Volume using Disk Management ....................................... 94 

13.3 Creating a Striped (RAID 0) Volume from the Command Prompt ................................. 95 

13.4 Recovering a Striped Volume ......................................................................................... 97 

Chapter 14. Configuring Disk Mirroring (RAID 1) on Windows Server 2008 .............................. 98 

14.1 An Overview of Disk Mirroring (RAID 1)......................................................................... 98 



Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

6 

© 2009 Techotopia.com 

14.2 Creating a Mirrored (RAID 1) Set using Disk Management............................................ 98 

14.3 Creating a Mirrored (RAID 1) Volume from the Command Prompt .............................. 99 

14.4 Adding a Mirror to an Existing Volume ........................................................................ 101 

14.5 Breaking and Removing Mirrored Sets ........................................................................ 104 

14.6 Recovering a Mirrored Set ........................................................................................... 104 

Chapter 15. Mirroring Windows Server 2008 GBT and MBR Boot and System Disks .............. 105 

15.1 An Overview of GPT and MBR Partition Styles ............................................................ 105 

15.2 Mirroring Boot and System Volumes on an MBR Disk using Disk Management ......... 105 

15.3 Mirroring Boot and System Volumes on an MBR Disk from the Command Prompt ... 107 

15.4 Mirroring Boot and System Volumes on a GPT Disk .................................................... 109 

Chapter 16. Configuring and Managing RAID 5 on Windows Server 2008 .............................. 114 

16.1 An Overview of RAID 5 ................................................................................................. 114 

16.2 Configuring RAID 5 Using Windows Server 2008 Disk Management .......................... 114 

16.3 Configuring RAID 5 from the Command Prompt using DiskPart.................................. 116 

16.4 Fixing RAID 5 Problems ................................................................................................ 118 

Chapter 17. Windows Server 2008 Terminal Services .............................................................. 119 

17.1 Installing Terminal Services .......................................................................................... 119 

17.2 Adding Users to the Remote Desktop Users Group ..................................................... 122 

17.3 Accessing Terminal Services from the Client ............................................................... 123 

17.4 Remote Desktop Client Configuration Options ............................................................ 125 

17.5 Logging out from a Remote Desktop Session .............................................................. 125 

17.6 Running Multiple Remote Desktops ............................................................................ 126 

Chapter 18. Installing Applications for Windows Server 2008 Terminal Services ................... 129 

18.1 Understanding Terminal Services Operating Modes ................................................... 129 

18.2 Installing Terminal Server Applications using Control Panel ....................................... 130 

18.3 Terminal Server Application Compatibility Scripts ...................................................... 131 

18.4 Summary ...................................................................................................................... 132 

Chapter 19. Configuring RemoteApps on Windows Server 2008 ............................................ 133 



Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

7 

© 2009 Techotopia.com 

19.1 Preparing the Server for RemoteApps ......................................................................... 133 

19.2 What are RemoteApps? ............................................................................................... 133 

19.3 Configuring a Application as a RemoteApp ................................................................. 134 

19.4 Making RemoteApps Available to Users via TS Web Access ....................................... 137 

19.5 Making RemoteApps Available to Users via Windows Installer Packages .................. 139 

19.6 Making RemoteApps Available to Users via .RDP Files ................................................ 140 

Chapter 20. Configuring Windows Server 2008 TS Web Access .............................................. 141 

20.1 Installing TS Web Access Role Service .......................................................................... 141 

20.2 Accessing the TS Web Access Page .............................................................................. 142 

20.3 Configuring RemoteApps for TS Web Access ............................................................... 144 

Chapter 21. Deploying a Windows Server 2008 Terminal Server Farm using TS Session Broker ..  

 ............................................................................................................................... 149 

21.1 An Overview of the Terminal Services Session Broker ................................................ 149 

21.2 Prerequisites for Implementing TS Session Broker ...................................................... 149 

21.3 Installing the Terminal Services Session Broker ........................................................... 150 

21.4 Adding Terminal Servers to the TS Session Broker ...................................................... 150 

21.5 Joining Terminal Servers to a TS Session Broker .......................................................... 152 

Chapter 22. Configuring a Windows Server 2008 Terminal Services License Server ............... 155 

22.1 Installing the Terminal Services License Server ........................................................... 155 

22.2 Activating the TS License Server .................................................................................. 156 

22.3 Installing Client Access Licenses (CAL) ......................................................................... 158 

Chapter 23. Managing Windows Server 2008 Disk Quotas ...................................................... 160 

23.1 An Overview of Disk Quotas ......................................................................................... 160 

23.2 Configuring Disk Quotas ............................................................................................... 160 

23.3 Configuring Disk Quotas for Individual Users .............................................................. 162 

23.4 Querying Quotas from the Command Prompt ............................................................ 164 

Chapter 24. Repairing and Defragmenting Windows Server 2008 Disks ................................. 167 

24.1 Using Check Disk to Scan For and Fix File System Errors ............................................. 167 



Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

8 

© 2009 Techotopia.com 

24.2 Running Check Disk from the Command-prompt ........................................................ 168 

24.3 Defragmenting Disks with Disk Defragmenter ............................................................. 170 

24.4 Automated Disk Defragmentation ............................................................................... 171 

24.5 Defragmenting Disks from the Command-line ............................................................ 173 

Chapter 25. Configuring Windows Server 2008 File Sharing .................................................... 176 

25.1 Standard and Public File Sharing .................................................................................. 176 

25.2 Enabling Windows Server 2008 File Sharing ................................................................ 176 

25.3 Creating Shared Folders with Windows Explorer ........................................................ 178 

25.4 Creating Shared Folders on Remote Servers with Computer Management ............... 182 

25.5 Creating Hidden Shares ................................................................................................ 184 

25.6 Understanding and Configuring Share Permissions ..................................................... 184 

Chapter 26. Using NET SHARE to Configure Windows Server 2008 File Sharing ..................... 187 

26.1 Net Share Command-line Syntax ................................................................................. 187 

26.2 Getting Share Information using Net Share ................................................................. 187 

26.3 Creating a Share using Net Share ................................................................................. 188 

26.4 Using Net Share to Delete a Share from a Local Server ............................................... 189 

26.5 Using Net Share to Delete a Share from a Remote Server .......................................... 189 

Chapter 27. Understanding Windows Server 2008 File and Folder Ownership and Permissions .  

 ............................................................................................................................... 190 

27.1 Ownership of Files and Folders .................................................................................... 190 

27.2 Taking and Transferring Windows Server 2008 File and Folder Ownership ................ 190 

27.3 File and Folder Permission Inheritance ........................................................................ 192 

27.4 Basic File and Folder Permissions ................................................................................ 193 

27.5 Special File and Folder Permissions ............................................................................. 195 

27.6 Effective File and Folder Permissions ........................................................................... 197 

Chapter 28. Auditing Windows Server 2008 File and Folder Access ........................................ 199 

28.1 Enabling File and Folder Auditing................................................................................. 199 

28.2 Configuring which Files and Folders are to be Audited ............................................... 200 



Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

9 

© 2009 Techotopia.com 

Chapter 29. Configuring Volume Shadow Copy on Windows Server 2008 .............................. 203 

29.1 Shadow Copy Considerations ....................................................................................... 203 

29.2 Using Computer Management to Enable and Configure Volume Shadow Copies ...... 203 

29.3 Restoring an Entire Volume ......................................................................................... 207 

29.4 Configuring and Enabling Shadow Copy from the Command Line .............................. 208 

29.5 Restoring Shadow Copy Snapshots from Clients ......................................................... 212 

Chapter 30. Building a Windows Server 2008 Network Load Balancing Cluster...................... 214 

30.1 An Overview of Network Load Balancing Clusters ....................................................... 214 

30.2 Network Load Balancing Models ................................................................................. 215 

30.3 Configuring Port and Client Affinity ............................................................................. 215 

30.4 Installing the Network Load Balancing Feature ........................................................... 216 

30.5 Building a Windows Server 2008 Network Load Balanced Cluster .............................. 217 

30.6 Adding and Removing Network Load Balanced Cluster Nodes ................................... 222 

Chapter 31. Configuring Windows Server 2008 DHCP Servers ................................................ 224 

31.1 Installing the DHCP Server Role ................................................................................... 224 

31.2 Authorizing DHCP Servers in Active Directory ............................................................. 226 

31.3 Understanding DHCP Scope Types ............................................................................... 227 

31.4 Configuring IPv4 Scopes Using the DHCP Console ....................................................... 227 

31.5 Configuring DHCP Reservations ................................................................................... 231 

Chapter 32. Managing a Windows Server 2008 DHCP Server from the Command Line ......... 235 

32.1 Installing the DHCP Feature from the Command Line ................................................. 235 

32.2 Authorizing DHCP Servers in Active Directory ............................................................. 235 

32.3 Configuring Scopes at the Command Prompt .............................................................. 235 

32.4 Activating and Deactivating DHCP Scopes using Netsh ............................................... 238 

32.5 Terminating a DHCP Lease using Netsh ....................................................................... 239 

32.6 Configuring DHCP Reservations using Netsh ............................................................... 239 

32.7 Configuring DHCP Conflict Detection ........................................................................... 240 

32.8 Backing Up and Restoring DHCP Configuration Information ....................................... 241 



Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

10 

© 2009 Techotopia.com 

Chapter 33. Configuring Windows Server 2008 NAP DHCP Enforcement ............................... 242 

33.1 Installing the Network Policy Server ............................................................................ 242 

33.2 Configuring NAP in the NAP console ............................................................................ 243 

33.3 Configuring DHCP Server NAP Settings ........................................................................ 245 

33.4 Configuring NAP Settings for Scopes ........................................................................... 246 

Chapter 34. Setting Up a Windows Server 2008 Print Server .................................................. 248 

34.1 Installing the Print Server ............................................................................................. 248 

34.2 Print Services Management Tools ................................................................................ 249 

34.3 Adding Network Printers to the Print Server using Auto-detect ................................. 250 

34.4 Manually Adding Network Printers to a Print Server................................................... 254 

34.5 Adding a Locally Connected Printer ............................................................................. 255 

Chapter 35. Managing Windows Server 2008 Print Services ................................................... 259 

35.1 Managing Remote Print Servers .................................................................................. 259 

35.2 Migrating Printers and Queues Between Servers ........................................................ 261 

35.3 Configuring Printer Permissions ................................................................................... 264 

35.4 Changing Printer Ownership ........................................................................................ 267 

35.5 Printer Pooling Configuration ...................................................................................... 268 

35.6 Configuring Printer Availability and Priority ................................................................ 269 

  

  



Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

11 

© 2009 Techotopia.com 

Chapter 1. About Windows Server 2008 Essentials 

Consisting of 35 chapters of detailed, in depth and practical information, Windows Server 2008 

Essentials is intended to cover all aspects of installing, configuring and administering Windows 

Server 2008 systems. Whether new to Microsoft's Windows Server operating systems, or 

upgrading from Windows Server 2003, this eBook is designed to help the reader traverse the 

learning curve as rapidly as possible.  

Topics covered in this publication include installation and upgrades, networking configuration, 

terminal services, disk and partition management, RAID configuration, security, BitLocker 

encryption, remote desktop access, print services, resource sharing, clustering, load balancing 

and user permission management.  

In addition to providing a detailed overview of the features and functions of Windows Server 

2008, this on-line book also provides practical, step by step examples intended to bridge the gap 

between text book theory and real world practice.  
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Chapter 2. Windows Server 2008 Editions and System 

Requirements 

Before embarking on the installation of Windows Server 2008, it is important to first gain an 

understanding of the different editions available and the corresponding hardware 

requirements. It is also important to be aware of the upgrade options available with each 

edition. With this objective in mind, this chapter will focus on providing an overview of both the 

different Windows Server 2008 editions and the recommended hardware requirements. 

2.1 Windows Server 2008 Standard Edition  

Windows Server 2008 Standard is one of Microsoft's entry level server offerings (alongside 

Windows Web Server 2008) and is one of the least expensive of the various editions available. 

Both 32-bit and 64-bit versions are available, and in terms of hardware Standard Edition 

supports up to 4GB of RAM and 4 processors.  

Windows Server 2008 is primarily targeted and small and mid-sized businesses (SMBs) and is 

ideal for providing domain, web, DNS, remote access, print, file and application services. 

Support for clustering, however, is notably absent from this edition.  

An upgrade path to Windows Server 2008 Standard is available from Windows 2000 Server and 

Windows Server 2003 Standard Edition.  

2.2 Windows Server 2008 Enterprise Edition  

Windows Server 2008 Enterprise Edition provides greater functionality and scalability than the 

Standard Edition. As with Standard Edition both 32-bit and 64-bit versions are available. 

Enhancements include support for as many as 8 processors and up to 64GB of RAM on 32-bit 

systems and 2TB of RAM on 64-bit systems.  

Additional features of the Enterprise edition include support for clusters of up to 8 nodes and 

Active Directory Federated Services (AD FS).  

Windows Server 2000, Windows 2000 Advanced Server, Windows Server 2003 Standard Edition 

and Windows Server 2003 Enterprise Edition may all be upgraded to Windows Server 2008 

Enterprise Edition.  

2.3 Windows Server 2008 Datacenter Edition  

The Datacenter edition represents the top end of the Windows Server 2008 product range and 

is targeted at mission critical enterprises requiring stability and high uptime levels. Windows 

Server 2008 Datacenter edition is tied closely to the underlying hardware through the 
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implementation of custom Hardware Abstraction Layers (HAL). As such, it is currently only 

possible to obtain Datacenter edition as part of a hardware purchase.  

As with other versions, the Datacenter edition is available in 32-bit and 64-bit versions and 

supports 64GB of RAM on 32-bit systems and up to 2TB of RAM on 64-bit systems. In addition, 

this edition supports a minimum of 8 processors up to a maximum of 64.  

Upgrade paths to Windows Server 2008 Datacenter Edition are available from the Datacenter 

editions of Windows 2000 and 2003.  

2.4 Windows Web Server 2008  

Windows Web Server 2008 is essentially a version of Windows Server 2008 designed primarily 

for the purpose of providing web services. It includes Internet Information Services (IIS) 7.0 

along with associated services such as Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP) and Telnet. It is 

available in 32-bit and 64-bit versions and supports up to 4 processors. RAM is limited to 4GB 

and 32GB on 32-bit and 64-bit systems respectively.  

Windows Web Server 2008 lacks many of the features present in other editions such as 

clustering, BitLocker drive encryption, multipath I/O, Windows Internet Naming Service (WINS), 

Removable Storage Management and SAN Management.  

2.5 Windows Server 2008 Features Matrix  

Now that we have covered in general terms the various different editions of Windows Server 

2008 we can now look in a little more detail at a feature by feature comparison of the four 

different editions. This is outlined in the following feature matrix:  

Feature Enterprise Datacenter Standard Web Itanium 

ADFS Web Agent Yes  Yes  Yes  No  No  

Directory uIDM Yes  Yes  Yes  No  No  

Desktop Experience Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  

Windows Clustering Yes  Yes  No  No  Yes  

Windows Server Backup Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Windows Network Load 

Balancing (WNLB) 

Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  
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Simple TCP/IP Services Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  

SMTP Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  

Subsystem for Unix-Based 

Applications (SUA) 

Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  

Telnet Client Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Telnet Server Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Microsoft Message Queuing 

(MSMQ) 

Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  

RPC Over HTTP Proxy Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  

Windows Internet Naming 

Service (WINS) 

Yes  Yes  Yes  No  No  

Wireless Client Yes  Yes  Yes  No  No  

Windows System Resource 

Manager (WSRM) 

Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Simple SAN Management Yes  Yes  Yes  No  No  

LPR Port Monitor Yes  Yes  Yes  No  No  

The Windows Foundation 

Components for WinFX 

Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

BITS Server Extensions Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  

iSNS Server Service Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  

BitLocker Drive Encryption Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  

Multipath IO Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  

Removable Storage Management Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  
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TFTP Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  

SNMP Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Server Admin Pack Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  No  

RDC Yes  Yes  Yes  No  Yes  

Peer-to-Peer Name Resolution 

Protocol 

Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Recovery Disk Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

Windows PowerShell Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes  

2.6 Windows Server 2008 Hardware Requirements  

Before investing time and resources into downloading and installing Windows Server 2008, the 

first step is to gain an appreciation of the hardware requirements necessary to effectively run 

the operating system. The following table provides an overview of Microsoft's recommended 

minimum hardware:  

Category  Minimum / Recommended Requirements  

Processor • Minimum: 1GHz (x86 processor) or 1.4GHz (x64 processor) 

• Recommended: 2GHz or faster 

Note: For Itanium based systems an Intel Itanium 2 processor is required. 

Memory • Minimum: 512MB RAM 

• Recommended: 2GB RAM or greater 

• Maximum (32-bit systems): 4GB (Standard) or 64GB (Enterprise and 

Datacenter) 

• Maximum (64-bit systems): 32GB (Standard) or 2TB (Enterprise, 

Datacenter and Itanium-Based Systems) 

Available Disk 

Space 

• Minimum: 10GB 

• Recommended: 40GB or greater 

Note: Systems with RAM in excess of 16GB will require greater amounts 

of disk space to accommodate paging, hibernation, and dump files 

Drive DVD-ROM drive 

Display and 

Peripherals 

• Super VGA or greater-resolution monitor (800x600) 

• Keyboard 
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• Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device 

As with the specified system requirements for all Windows systems it is best to aim for the 

Recommended values rather than the Minimum values to ensure acceptable levels of 

performance. For example, whilst it is possible to run Windows Server 2008 in 512MB of RAM it 

is unlikely that performance levels will be optimal with such a configuration.  

  


	About Windows Server 2008 Essentials
	Windows Server 2008 Editions and System Requirements
	Windows Server 2008 Standard Edition
	Windows Server 2008 Enterprise Edition
	Windows Server 2008 Datacenter Edition
	Windows Web Server 2008
	Windows Server 2008 Features Matrix
	Windows Server 2008 Hardware Requirements


